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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 46-125 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 46-125 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 02 May 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)[3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)C] All b)Q Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [Zl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) |Z] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 19 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Terminal Disclaimer 



1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on August 18, 2003 disclaiming the terminal portion 
of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date 
of U.S. Patent Nos. 6,108,520 and 6,282,406 has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 



2. The drawings are objected to because: 

In Figure 1, box 36, "COMPUTERIZE" should be changed to "COMPUTERIZED"; 

In Figure 8, box 596, "WETTING" should be changed to "WRITING". 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 



3. Applicant's arguments, see page 33 of applicant's response, filed August 13, 
2003, with respect to the rejection (s)of claim(s) 46, 47, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, 63, 65, 72, 
73, 75, 76, 78, 79, 81, 88, 89, 91, 92, 94, 95, 97, 104, 105, 107, and 108 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. 



Drawings 



Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments, see pages 26-32, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 48, 50-55, 61, 64, 66-71, 77, 80, 82-87, 93, 96, 98-103 and 109 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph have also been fully considered and are persuasive. 

Therefore, these rejections have been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground of rejection is made under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. 
The rejections follow below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 46-125 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim 46 includes the limitations "said first request signal including a request for 
a specified amount of bandwidth to be allocated to the first node for transmitting data 
from the first node to the communication controller" and "transmitting a second signal 
from the communication controller to the first node in response to the first request 
signal, said second signal allocating at least one timeslot to the first node for 
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# 

transmitting the data to the communication controller". See lines 6-10. These 
limitations were not described in the specification. 

Claims 49, 62, 65, 78, 81 , 94 and 97 also includes these limitations. See claim 
49 lines 6-10; claim 62, lines 10-14; claim 65, lines 10-14; claim 78, lines 10-17; claim 
81, lines 10-18; claim 94, lines 5-10; and claim 97, lines 5-10. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ken Moore, whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6042. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold, can be reached at (703) 305-4379. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



MARSHA D. BANKS-HARm n 



Ken Moore " '"''Hwadc^ — 

|l^M „ MARSHA D. BANKS-HAROLD 

1 2/29/03 SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

12/29/03 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



